
SYLLABUS 
 

1. Information about the study programme 
1.1 Institution The Technical University of Cluj-Napoca 
1.2 Faculty  
1.3 Department Psycho-Pedagogy 
1.4 Field of study Electronics and Telecommunications Engineering 
1.5 Cycle of study Bachelor of Science 
1.6 Program of study/Qualification Telecommunications Technologies and Systems/ 

Engineer 
1.7 Form of education Full time 
1.8 Subject code TST-E100.00 
 

2. Data about the subject 
2.1 Subject name Academic Writing and Expression 
2.2 Subject area Psycho-Pedagogy 
2.3 Course responsible/lecturer Dipl. Psy. Dorin Stanciu PhD, Lecturer (ionut.stanciu@dppd.utcluj.ro) 
2.4 Teachers in charge of aapplications Dipl. Psy. Dorin Stanciu PhD, Lecturer (ionut.stanciu@dppd.utcluj.ro) 
2.5 Year of study 

 
IV 2.6 Semester 

 
7 2.7 Assessment Colloquium 2.8 Subject category DC/FAC 

  
3. Estimated total time 

Sem. Subject name  Lecture Applications
 

Lecture Applications
 

Individual 
study 

TOTAL Credit 

[hours / week.] [hours / semester]   

S L P S L P  
II/1 Academic Writing and Expression 2 - - - 28 - - - 24 52 2

 
3.1 Number of hours per week 2 3.2 of which, course 2 3.3 applications - 
3.4 Total hours in the teaching plan 52 3.5 of which, course 28 3.6 applications - 
Individual study Hours 
Manual, lecture material and notes, bibliography 12
Supplementary study in the library, online and in the field 8 
Preparation for seminars/laboratory works, homework, reports, portfolios, essays 3 
Tutoring - 
Exams and tests 1 
Other activities - 
3.7 Total hours of individual study 24 
3.8 Total hours per semester 52 
3.9 Number of credit points 2 
 

4. Pre-requisites (where appropriate) 
4.1 Curriculum  - 
4.2 Competence Baccalaureate level of instruction and general knowledge   

Beginner literacy with desktop applications, including Internet utilization
 

5. Requirements (where appropriate) 
5.1 For the course Auditorium or large lecture room. Audio-video installation for on-screen 

presentations (with room speakers). WiFi or cable Internet connectivity.  
5.2 For the applications Auditorium or large lecture room. Audio-video installation for on-screen 

presentations (with room speakers). WiFi or cable Internet connectivity. 
Writing board (classical or interactive) / Flip chart 

 
 
 
 
 
 



6. Specific competences 

 
7. Discipline objectives (as results from the key competences gained)  
7.1 General objective To develop the student’s abilities in academic writing and reading, and in 

academic presentation. 

7.2 Specific objectives To acquire explicit and procedural knowledge about the scientific 
publications and writing procedures.  
To develop skills aimed at identifying and selecting the proper academic 
writing procedure, utilization of dedicated academic writing software, 
utilization of referencing and citation software, bibliographic organizers, 
academic virtual communities.  

 
8. Contents 
8.1. Lecture (syllabus) Teaching methods Notes 
1 Research types. Specificities of quantitative, qualitative and mixed research Interactive lectures: 

- Exposition 
- Discourse 
- Debating 
- Case studies 
- Problem-solving 
- Heuristic 

conversations 
- Role playing  

 
2 Research publications (e.g., essays, reports, reviews, journals) 
3 Academic citing and referencing. Current procedures and standards (e.g., IEEE, 

ASCE, AIP, ASME, AMS, Turabian, Chicago, MLA, APA) 
4 Specific traits of a successful researcher (skills, procedures, critical thinking, 

work styles, etc.) 
5 Academic writing standards and academic ethics. Academic rigour and 

expression. Plagiarism and peer-review 
6 Academic writing software tools #1. The LaTex culture 
7 Academic writing software tools #2. Windows culture (e.g. WritingOutliner, 

StyleWriter, Biblioscape) 
8 Academic writing software tools #3. Mac culture (e.g., Scrivener, Papers) 
9 Academic citation software. Standalone and web-based tools (e.g. Mendeley, 

Qiqqa, CiteULike, EndNote)  
10 Academic literature organizers 
11 Academic virtual communities (e.g., Mendeley, Academia.edu, Research Gate) 
12 Presentation in conferences, symposiums and other academic gatherings 
13 Scientific journals writing 
14 Grand proposals and applications 
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 Academic Writing and Expression course contributes to developing competencies a) of identification, analysis and 
redaction of academic works, including scientific papers; and b) of identification, selection and efficient usage of 
presentations, including presentation of scientific works.  



15. Charles, M., Hunston, S., & Pecorari, D. (2011). Academic Writing: At the Interface of Corpus and Discourse: Bloomsbury 
Publishing. 

16. Creme, P., & Lea, M. (2008). Writing At University: A Guide For Students: McGraw-Hill Education. 
17. Crimson, S. H. (2014). 50 Successful Harvard Application Essays: What Worked for Them Can Help You Get into the College of 

Your Choice: St. Martin's Press. 
18. CSFIR, & CSEPP. (2005). Facilitating Interdisciplinary Research: National Academies Press. 
19. Davies, J. W. (2001). Communication Skills: A Guide for Engineering and Applied Science Students: Prentice Hall. 
20. Day, R., & Gastel, B. (2012). How to Write and Publish a Scientific Paper: Cambridge University Press. 
21. Day, R. A., & Gastel, B. (2011). How to Write and Publish a Scientific Paper: Seventh Edition: ABC-CLIO. 
22. De Bellis, N. (2009). Bibliometrics and Citation Analysis: From the Science Citation Index to Cybermetrics: Scarecrow Press. 
23. Dunleavy, P. (2003). Authoring a PhD: How to Plan, Draft, Write and Finish a Doctoral Thesis or Dissertation: Palgrave 

Macmillan. 
24. Feibelman, P. J. (2011). A PhD is Not Enough!: A Guide to Survival in Science: Basic Books. 
25. Forsyth, P. (2013). How to Write Reports and Proposals: Kogan Page. 
26. Glatthorn, A. A., & Joyner, R. L. (2005). Writing the Winning Thesis Or Dissertation: A Step-by-Step Guide: SAGE Publications. 
27. Graustein, J. S. (2014). How to Write an Exceptional Thesis Or Dissertation: A Step-by-step Guide from Proposal to Successful 

Defense: Atlantic Publishing Company. 
28. Grix, J. (2010). Demystifying Postgraduate Research: Bloomsbury Publishing. 
29. Gustavii, B. (2008). How to Write and Illustrate a Scientific Paper: Cambridge University Press. 
30. Hackshaw, A. (2010). How to Write a Grant Application: Wiley. 
31. Harmon, J. E., & Gross, A. G. (2010). The Craft of Scientific Communication: University of Chicago Press. 
32. Johnson, E. R. (2012). Academic Language & Academic Vocabulary: Achievement For All Publishers. 
33. Kellogg, R. T., & Whiteford, A. P. (2009). Training Advanced Writing Skills: The Case for Deliberate Practice. Educational 

Psychologist, 44(4), 250-266. doi: 10.1080/00461520903213600 
34. Lutz, J. A., & Storms, C. G. (1998). The Practice of Technical and Scientific Communication: Writing in Professional Contexts: 

Ablex Publishing Corporation. 
35. Mallette, L., & Berger, C. (2011). Writing for Conferences: A Handbook for Graduate Students and Faculty: Greenwood. 
36. Mauch, J., & Park, N. (2003). Guide to the Successful Thesis and Dissertation: A Handbook For Students And Faculty, Fifth 

Edition: Taylor & Francis. 
37. Mayberry, K. J. (2008). Everyday Arguments: A Guide to Writing and Reading Effective Arguments: A Guide to Writing and 

Reading Effective Arguments: Houghton Mifflin. 
38. McKinney, A. (2003). Real KSAs--knowledge, Skills & Abilities--for Government Jobs: Improve Your Chances of Gaining 

Federal Employment by Preparing Top-notch KSAs: PREP. 
39. McMillan, K., & Weyers, J. (2007a). How to Write Dissertations & Project Reports: Pearson/Prentice Hall. 
40. McMillan, K., & Weyers, J. (2007b). How to Write Essays & Assignments: Pearson Prentice Hall. 
41. Mitra, B. K. (2006). Effective Technical Communication: A Guide for Scientists and Engineers: Oxford University Press. 
42. Moxley, J. (2008). Datagogies, Writing Spaces, and the Age of Peer Production. Computers and Composition, 25(2), 182-202. 

doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.compcom.2007.12.003 
43. Murray, R. (2013). Writing For Academic Journals: McGraw-Hill Education. 
44. Neville, C. (2010). The Complete Guide To Referencing And Avoiding Plagiarism: McGraw-Hill Education. 
45. Odell, L., & Katz, S. M. (2011). Writing Now with 2009 MLA and 2010 APA Updates: Shaping Words and Images: Bedford/St. 

Martin's. 
46. Olsen, A. E. (2010). Academic Vocabulary: Academic Words: Longman. 
47. Pequegnat, W., & Stover, E. (2013). How to Write a Successful Research Grant Application: A Guide for Social and Behavioral 

Scientists: Springer US. 
48. Purdue OWL. (2010, 26/03/2011). Purdue Online Writing Lab.   Retrieved 26/03/2011, from http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 
49. Ridgley, S. K. (2012). The Complete Guide to Business School Presenting: What Your Professors Don't Tell You-- what You 

Absolutely Must Know: Anthem Press. 
50. Riemer, M. J. (2007). Communication skills for the 21st century engineer. Global J. of Engng. Educ, 11(1).  
51. Savage, A., Mayer, P., Shafiei, M., Liss, R., & Davis, J. (2006). Effective Academic Writing: 2:: The Short Essay: OUP Oxford. 
52. Sharma, S., & Mishra, B. (2009). Communication Skills: For Engineers and Scientists: PHI Learning. 
53. VanderMey, R., Meyer, V., Van Rys, J., & Sebranek, P. (2012). The college writer brief: A guide to thinking, writing and 

researching (4 ed.). Belmont, Calif.; Singapore: Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 
54. Winkler, A., & McCuen-Metherell, J. R. (2011). Writing the Research Paper: A Handbook: Cengage Learning. 
55. Yang, O. O. (2012). Guide to Effective Grant Writing: How to Write a Successful NIH Grant Application: Springer. 
56. Zemach, D. E., & Rumisek, L. A. (2006). Academic Writing from Paragraph to Essay: Macmillan. 

 
8.2. Applications (Seminars, Laboratory, Projects) Teaching methods Notes 
1 N/A   
Bibliography 
(Study materials: Course synthesis, Lecture presentations, additional multimedia presentations) 

 
 
 
 
 



9. Bridging course contents with the expectations of the representatives of the community, professional associations and 
employers in the field 
Competences acquired will be used in the following COR occupations (Electronics Engineer; 
Telecommunications Engineer; Electronics Design Engineer; System and Computer Design Engineer; 
Communications Design Engineer) or in the new occupations proposed to be included in COR (Sale Support 
Engineer; Multimedia Applications Developer; Network Engineer; Communications Systems Test Engineer; 
Project Manager; Traffic Engineer; Communications Systems Consultant).
 
10. Evaluation 

Activity type 10.1 Assessment criteria 10.2 Assessment methods 10.3 Weight  in the final grade 
Course  Standardized written test with 

multiple choice questions. 
 

 Written test 
Duration: 1 hr. 

 50% 

Applications  Collaborative and individual 
semester projects. 
Collaborative and individual 
homework. 
Assessment criteria include: 
accuracy/precision, completeness, 
fluency, and relevance 

 Individual portfolio  50% 

10.4  Minimum standard of performance 
The total weighed score exceeds the equivalent of 5/10 of the final grade. 
Each assessment exceeds 50% of the allotted grading. 
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